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freedom or conquest can easily confound the
arithmetic of statistics, and achieve extravagant
actions, out of proportion to their means; as the
Greeks, the Saracens, the Swiss, the Americansl
and the French have done.

In like manner, to every particle of property
belongs its own attraction. A cent is the represen-
tative of a certain quantity of corn or other
commodity. Its value is in the necessities of the
animal man. It is so much warmth, so much
bread, so much water, so much land. The law
may do what it will with the owner of property;
its just power will still attach to the cent. The
law may in a mad freak say that all shall have
power except the owners of property; they shall
have no vote. Nevertheless, by a higher law, the
property will, year after year, write every statute
that respects property. The non-proprietor will
be the scribe of the proprietor. What the owners
wish to do, the whole power of property will do,
either through the law or else in defiance of it.
Of course I speak of all the property, not merely
of the great estates. When the rich are outvoted,
as frequently happens^, it is the joint treasury of
the poor which exceeds their accumulations. Ev-
ery man owns something, if it is only a cow, or
a wheelbarrow, or his arms, and so has that prop-
erty to dispose of.

The same necessity which secures the rights of
person and property against the malignity or folly